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rather shorter. Eighth and ninth each considerably 
shorter than the preceding. Second equal to about the 
tenth. 


Bastard primary proportionately large, the exposed part mea- 
suring °5. 


Two very distinct yellow bars across the wing. 
Length of wing 2°0 to 1'8. 

Length of tail 1°6 to 1°35. 

Legs and claws brown. 

Very little is known of the geographical distribution of 
this small but beautifully coloured bird. The only skins I 
have seen are from Sikkim or the neighbourhood. Nothing 
is known of its nidification or migration. 


VII.—A Note on the Genus Orthotomus. By R. BowpLer 
SHARPE, M.A., F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. 


(Plate II.) 


Tue two beautiful new species of Tailorbird described and 
figured in the present paper were obtained by my excellent 
friend Dr. J. B. Steere during his recent expedition to the 
Philippine Islands; and it seems a fitting occasion to give a 
short review of the geographical distribution of the genus. 
I recognize twelve species of Tailorbirds, of which the fol- 
lowing is a synoptical table; but there are still a few species 
which I am unable to determine. These are almost the same 
as those left undetermined by Mr. F. Moore in 1854, when he 
gave a careful revision of the genus Orthotomus (P. Z. S. 
1854, p. 81). The following is my proposed rearrangement 
of the species :— 


a. abdomine albido vel pallidé fulvescente. 
a’, mento albido vel fulvescenti-albo. 
a". interscapulio viridi. 
a”, macula gutturali nigra nulla. 
a‘, fronte rufescente: vertice et nucha 
brunnescentibus: pileo interdum om- 
nino rufescente: rectricibus haud nigro 


oo s sutorius. 
subterminaliter maculatis .......... j 


edela. 
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b4, fronte castaneo ; vertice cinereo : rec- 
tricibus nigro subterminaliter maculatis frontalis. 
b". macula gutturali nigra distinctâ. 
ct, minor: pileo castaneo: genis et facie 
laterali albidis, regione parotica supe- 
tioreicastane ami aa a ye ene «2g atrigularis. 
d. major: pileo cinerascente, capitis la- 
teribus saturatioribus : regione parotica 
HOTU OTS UES 6 oo ho de cinereiceps. 
b". interscapulio cinereo : capite castaneo. 
ce’, rectricibus olivascenti-brunneis, flavido 
marginatis etnigrosubterminalitermaculatis castaneiceps. 
d'", rectricibus castaneis. 
et. remigibus exttis olivascenti-viridibus derbianus. 
fi. tectricibus alarum et remigibus ex- 
terné cinereis dorso concoloribus .... rujficeps. 
b'. mento cinnamomeo, faciei lateribus concolori. 
c”. dorso cinereo: gutture et corporis lateribus 
etiam cinereis: abdomine medio albo ........ cineraceus, 
d”. dorso viridescente: gula cinerea: corporis la- 
ribus viridescentibus: pectore medio et abdo- 
BL emt CAN 11 busk a a a aca sepium. 
b. abdomine leetissimé flavo: gutture eum prepectore et 
pectore summo albis. 
ec’, rectrice extima reliquis concolori, aut in pogonio 
interno angustissimé albo terminaté.............. cucullatus. 
d'. rectrice extima intùs omnino alba .............. coronatus. 


1. ORTHOTOMUS SUTORIUS™. 


Hab. “The well-known Tailorbird is found throughout 
all India, from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin and Ceylon, 
and extending into the Burmese countries” (Jerdon, B. Ind. 
i. p. 166). Mr. Hume (Nests & Eggs Ind. B. p. 331) states 
that it breeds throughout India and Burmah, alike in the 
plains and in the hills (e.g. the Himalayas, Nilghiris, and 
Pegu hills) up to an elevation of from 3000 to 4000 feet. 
“The breeding-season lasts from May to August, both months 
included; but in the plains more nests are to be found in 
July, and in the hills more, I think, in June, than during the 
other months. Captain Hutton states that the birds, though 
common at their bases, do not ascend the hills; but this is a 


* Cf. Lord Tweeddale’s remarks (Walden, B. Burm. p. 120). 
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mistake; for I have repeatedly taken nests at elevations of 
over 3000 feet, and Mr. Gammie, writing from Sikkim, says, 
‘We often find nests of this species near my house at Mong- 
phoo’ (which is at an elevation of about 3000 feet). Again, 
writing from the Nilghiris, Miss Cockburn remarks, “The 
Tailorbird is seldom met with on the highest ranges, but 
appears to prefer the warmer climates enjoyed at the elevation 
of about 3500 to 4700 feet.” Mr. Hume also writes (S. F. 
1873, p. 194) :—“ I never met with this species myself in 
Sindh; but Captain Malden informed me that he had killed a 
specimen at Jacobabad in March, and since my return I have 
had a specimen sent me from the neighbourhood of Kur- 
rachee.’” Major J. Hayes Lloyd (Ibis, 1873, p. 412) records 
it as common in Kattiawar; and Dr. Stoliczka (J. A. S. B. 
1872, p. 240) speaks of his shooting “a specimen while hunt- 
ing for insects between large stones of an old embankment at 
the Sir-talao, in the south-western part of Cachh.” Captain 
Butler (S. F. 1875, p. 479) gives it as plentiful on the hills 
and plains near Mount Aboo and in Northern Guzerat ; 
and Mr. Hume (l. c.) adds that it is common throughout 
Sindh, Cutch, Kattiawar, and Jodhpoor. Mr. Adam (S. F. 
1873, p. 881) says the same of the bird near the Sambhur 
lake. We have in the British Museum numerous specimens 
from Nepal, collected by Mr. Hodgson; and Mr. Blyth men- 
tions examples obtained near Calcutta (Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. 
p. 144). The late Captain Beavan, in his Notes (Ibis, 1867, 
p. 454), states that he found it common near Barrackpore, 
but rare in Maunbhoom. Mr. V. Ball (S. F. 1874, p. 414) 
writes :—“ The Indian Tailorbird occurs in the more open 
parts of the division, but is not common, as far as my obser- 
vation has gone, in any part of Chota Nagpur.” It is in- 
cluded in Mr. W. T. Blanford’s List of Birds obtained in the 
Wardha Valley (J. A. S. B. 1871, p. 273). Dr. Leith Adams 
(cf. Moore, P. Z. S. 1858, p. 488) states that it is found fre- 
quenting the mango and other trees in the Deccan; and it 
was there that the late Colonel Sykes obtained his types of 
O. bennetti and O. lingoo (P. Z. X. 1882, p. 90). 

Madras specimens of this bird, presented by Dr. Jerdon, are 


Mr. R. B. Sharpe on the Genus Orthotomus. 111 


in the British Museum. It breeds in the Nilghiris, as noticed 
by Miss Cockburn (vide suprà). In Ceylon, according to 
Mr. Holdsworth, it is common in all parts of the island, but 
especially frequents gardens and the neighbourhood of habita- 
tions. “It is as abundant at Nuwara Eliya as at Aripo or 
other parts of the low country.” 

Major Godwin-Austen (J. A. S. B. 1870, p. 271) notices it 
from the North Mymensing district in the Garo hills. In 
Burmah Captain Beavan obtained it on the Salween river 
(Ibis, 1867, p. 454) ; and Dr. Anderson obtained a single spe- 
cimen at Bhamo, and on the right bank of the Taping river, 
during the second Yun-nan expedition. According to Mr. Blyth 
(B. Burma, p. 120), Mr. Gould has had specimens from ' 
Tavoy; and Mason states that Tailorbirds are very common 
at Tavoy, though rare at Moulmein. Mr. Blyth includes this 
as a second species under the name of O. edela; but Lord 
Tweeddale (l. c.) says that he does not know which species is 
intended by Mr. Blyth, though it is probable that O. atrigu- 
laris may have been the bird in his mind. The true O. sutorius 
has been procured at Tonghoo and in Karen-nee by Lieut. 
Wardlaw Ramsay. Mr. Oates (S. F. 1875, p. 185) records it 
from Thayet Myo as common in the plains; and Mr. Hume 
states that it was found by Mr. Davison to be diffused and not 
uncommon in Tenasserim (S. F'.1874, p. 478). Mr. Blyth even 
says that it extends as far south as Singapore, in which case 
O. edela from Java may be identical (vide infra). He records 
an actual specimen (Cat. B. Mus. A. S. B. p. 144) from Ma- 
lacca as being in the Indian Museum. 

To the eastward the Indian Tailorbird has been recorded 
from Siam on Mr. Gould’s authority (cf Blyth, B. Burma, 
p. 120); and Mr. Swinhoe states (P. Z. S. 1863, p. 294) that 
it is an “‘ abundant resident in South China from Canton to 
Foochow.” It also occurs in Formosa and Hainan (Swinhoe, 
Ibis, 1870, p. 80). At Amoy, writes the same author, it is 


“found in all the gardens, hedgerows, &c., and is generally 
seen In pairs.” 
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2. ORTHOTOMUS EDELA. 

Hab. Java. 

This is the Javan representative of O. sutorius; but, not 
having seen a specimen, I am unable to state whether it 
is really distinct. Lord Tweeddale (Walden, B. Burma, 
p. 120) writes :—“ The Javan O. edela and the Indian O. su- 
torius are barely separable, the Javan bird being chiefly distin- 
guished by having the lores and superciliary stripe pale fer- 
ruginous, and not greyish white.” 


3. ORTHOTOMUS FRONTALIS, sp.n. (Plate II. fig. 1.) 

Aduit male. General colour above olive-green,. the wing- 
coverts coloured like the back; the quills dark brown, ex- 
ternally edged with the same green as the back, the inner- 
most secondaries exactly like the latter; tail olive-brown, 
with dusky undulations in certain lights, the feathers edged 
with bright olive-yellow, and tipped with whity brown, 
before which is an indistinct subterminal shade of darker 
brown ; forehead and a narrow superciliary line bright chest- 
nut; crown, nape, and sides of neck ashy grey ; lores fulves- 
cent; sides of face whitish, the ear-coverts shaded with ashy 
grey ; cheeks and entire throat silky white; rest’of under 
surface of body creamy white, the flanks pale greenish yellow ; 
thighs tawny; bill dark horn-brown in skin, the lower man- 
dible yellowish; legs fleshy brown: “iris light hazel” (Steere). 
Total length 3°7 inches, culmen 0°55, wing 1°6, tail 1:5, 
. tarsus 0°75. | 

Young female. Differs from the male in wanting the parti- 
coloured head, which is only a shade darker olive-green than 
the back, the subterminal mark on the tailis very much more 
pronounced than in the adult male; entire under surface of 
body silky white. Total length 3:7 inches, culmen 0°55, wing 
1°75, tail 1:6, tarsus 0°75. 

Hab. Islands of Basilan and Mindanao, Philippines. 

The types of this species are in Dr. Steere’s collection. 
The species is a very distinct one, its nearest ally being O. 
sutorius, from which it is at once distinguished by its grey 
head and chestnut forehead, and also by its having a dark 
subterminal spot to the tail-feathers. 
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d. ORTHOTOMUS ATRIGULARIS. 

Hab. Borneo and Malayan peninsula, extending northwards 
to Tenasserim and Burmah. 

In Borneo Mr. Alfred Everett has procured a pair at Bintula 
(vide supra, p. 16); and I have already shown that this species, 
generally known as O. flavoviridis, Moore (P.Z.S. 1854, p. 78), 
is the same as O. atrigularis of Temminck, originally de- 
scribed from Borneo, but not since procured in that island 
till Mr. Everett’s researches brought it again to hght. The 
Museum contains a Sumatran specimen collected by Mr. 
Wallace, as well as others from Penang and the peninsula of 
Malacca. The latter locality supplied Mr. Moore with the 
types of his O. flavoviridis. Mr. Hume (S. F. 1874, pp. 478, 
507) has also described a new species obtained by Mr. Davi- 
son at Pahpoon, Kyouknyat, and Thayetchaun, in Tenasserim, 
as O. nitidus. This Lord Tweeddale (B. Burm. p. 121) has 
correctly shown to be the same as the Malaccan bird; and he 
records it also as a bird of Burmah (/.c.), as it has been pro- 
cured near Rangoon by Lieut. Wardlaw Ramsay, 


5. ORTHOTOMUS CINEREICEPS, sp. n. (Plate II. fig. 2.) 


Adult male. General colour above bright olive-green; wing- 
coverts and quills dark brown, all the feathers broadly edged 
with the same green as the back, the greater coverts margined 
and tipped with brighter yellow; tail dark brown, narrowly 
tipped with brighter yellow, but without any darker subter- 
minal bar; head dark ashy grey, the lores fulvescent ; sides 
of face and a malar stripe blackish grey; ear-coverts white; 
chin and sides of upper throat white; centre of throat and 
jugulum black, forming a large patch; fore neck, sides of 
body, flanks, under tail-coverts, and thighs bright olive-green, 
the latter slightly tinged with rufous; under wing-coverts 
yellowish, the edge of the wimg bright yellow; bill horn- 
black, the lower mandible yellowish in skin ; feet fleshy brown 
in skin; iris light hazel. Total length 5 inches, culmen 0°65, 
wing 1°85, tail 1-9, tarsus 0'9 (coll. J. B. Steere). 

Hab. Island of Basilan, Philippines. 

This beautiful species is distinguished from all others of 
SER. IV.—VOL. I. I 
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the genus Orthotomus by its grey head and pure white ear- 
coverts. 


6. ORTHOTOMUS CASTANEICEPS. 

Hab. Guimaras and Panay, Philippine Islands. 

This distinct species was described by Lord Tweeddale 
(Walden, Ann. Nat. Hist. ser. 4, x. p. 252, et Tr. Z. 8. ix. 
p. 195) from the island of Guimaras; and Dr. Steere obtained 
another, which agrees exactly with the type kindly lent me 
by Lord Tweeddale, in the neighbouring island of Panay. 


7. ORTHOTOMUS DERBIANUS. 

Hab. Philippine Islands. 

Specimens of this bird are in the Derby Museum at Liver- 
pool (cf. Moore, P. Z.S. 1854, p. 309, pl. Ixxvi. descr. orig.) 
and in the British Museum ; but the exact island inhabited by 
the species has not been determined ; it will probably be found 
to be Luzon. 


8. ORTHOTOMUS RUFICEPS. 

Hab. Malacca, Sumatra, Borneo, and Palawan. 

From Malacca we have in the British Museum two speci- 
mens—one presented by Captain Stackhouse Pinwell, and the 
other procured by Mr. Wallace. A specimen from Sumatra 
is also in the national collection. Two specimens were also 
sent by Mr. Hugh Low im a recent collection made by him 
in North-western Borneo, opposite the island of Labuan. 
Doria and Beccari met with it at Sarawak (Salvad. Ucc. Born. 
p. 249). Dr. Steere likewise obtained a specimen in the 
island of Palawan, Philippines. 


9. ORTHOTOMUS CINERACEUS. 

Hab. Malacca, Sumatra, and Borneo. 

Fron: an examination of a very large series recently brought 
from North-western Borneo and Labuan by Mr. Hugh Low, 
I am able to affirm that O. borneonensis of Salvadori (Uce. 
Born, p. 247) ıs the fully adult male of O. cineraceus, Blyth 
(J. A. S. B. xiv. p. 489). It appears to be a common bird 
in Borneo, as it has been obtained not only in the above- 
mentioned localities, but at Sarawak by Doria and Beccari, 


Ne 
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at Jambusan by Mr. Alfred Everett, and at Banjermassing 
by the late Mr. Mottley. A Sumatran specimen, collected 
by Mr. Wallace, is in the British Museum, which also pos- 
sesses a skin presented to this institution by Captain Stack- 
house Pinwell; it was from Malacca; and Mr. Blyth likewise 
obtained his original specimens from this latter locality. 


10. OrnTHOTOMUS SEPIUM. 

Hab. Java, Sumatra, and Lombock. 

This Tailorbird was originally obained in Java by Dr. 
Horsfield, and described by him (Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii. p. 166). 
Mr. Wallace obtained it both in East and West Java; his 
Specimens are now in the British Museum, which also con- 
tains an example from Sumatra; a young bird was procured 
by Mr. Wallace im the island of Lombock, which we believe 
to be referable to the present species, and not to O. cine- 
raceus, although the two birds in their immature stages are 
rather hard to distinguish. 


11. ORTHOTOMUS CUCULLATUS. 

Hab. Java. 

So far as we know, this bird is entirely confined to the 
island of Java. Mr. Wallace obtained a specimen of it in 
Western Java in 1861. 


12. ORTHOTOMUS CORONATUS. 

Hab. Eastern Himalaya, ranging castward to the Burmese 
hills. 

The types of this species are in the British Museum. It 
is closely allied to O. cucullatus, but is distinguished by having 
the entire inner web white on the outer tail-feathers. Dr. 
Jerdon (B. Ind. ii. p. 168) observes :—“ I procured specimens 
of this new species of Tailorbird from the vicinity of Dar- 
jeeling, where it occurs in the warmer valleys. A nest and 
eggs were brought to me, said to be those of this bird, similar 
to that of O. longicauda, but notso carefully made ; the leaves 
were loosely attached, and with fewer stitches. The eggs 
were two in number, white, with rusty spots.” Major Bulger 
(Ibis, 1869, p. 166) also met with this species in the plains 

12 
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below Darjeeling. To the eastward it occurs in the Khasi 
hills, as Major Godwin-Austen, in his list of the birds of 
these and the North Kachar hills (J. A. 8. B. 1870, p. 107), 
mentions a specimen being shot near Cherra Punji in October. 
Lieut. Wardlaw Ramsay has also obtained it in Burmah in the 
- T’san-koo hills at an elevation of 3000 feet (cf. Walden in 
Blyth, B. Burm. p. 121). 

Besides the above twelve species there are three which I 
have not been able to make out, viz. :—O. longirostris, Swains. 
An. in Menag. p. 348, Hab. Australia! O. maculicollis, F. 
Moore, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 809, Hab. Malacca; and O. hugelii, 
Pelz., Hab. New Holland (?). 


P.S. Since this paper was finished Mr. T. J. Moore has 
been so kind as to send me from the Derby Museum the type 
of O. maculicollis for examination. It is said to have been 
obtained by Mr. Cuming in Malacca; but I think it just as 
probable that the real locality may ultimately turn out to be 
one of the Philippine Islands. It appears to be a distinct 
species; for although closely allied to O. sutorius, it differs in 
its blackish brown ear-coverts and sides of neck, which are 
distinctly and rather broadly streaked with white. The fol- 
lowing is a description of the type :— 

General colour above olive-green; wings brown, the least 
wing-coverts edged with olive-green, like the back, the greater 
series and quills with brownish olive; tail brown, undulated 
under certain lights, the feathers margined with olive-green ; 
crown of head rufous, the occiput and hind neck rather ashy 
brown ; feathers in front of and round the eye buffy whitish ; 
ear-coverts and sides of neck blackish brown, with distinct 
longitudinal streaks of white; cheeks and under surface of. 
body white, the throat purest, the breast somewhat tinged 
with buff; flanks dull olive ; sides of upper breast dark grey ; 
under wing-coverts and edge of wing light buff, slightly washed 
with olive-yellow ; quills below ashy brown, with a tawny buff 
edging along the inner web. Total length 4°3 inches, cul- 
men 0°55, wing 1'8, tail 1°7, tarsus 0°8. 
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